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CONVENTION ON THE TERRITORIAL 

Portia' to this Convention 

agreed as follows: 

PART I 

TERRITORIAL SEA 

SECTION I. GENERAL 

Article 1 

1. The sovereignty of a State extends, 
land territory and its internal waters, 
of sea adjacent to its coas~ 

sea. 

Article 2 

sovereignty of a coastal State 
to over the territorial sea as well 
as to bed and subsoil. 

LIMlTS OF THE TERRITORIAL SEA 

Article 3 

otherwise provided in 
nonnal baseline for measuring 

of the territorial sea is the low
the co<:tst as marked on large

officially recognized by the coastal 

AND THE CONTIGUOUS 

Arricle4 

1. In localities where the C0&81 line is 
LllL''''U.L'''U and cut into, or if there is a 
of islands along the coast in its immediate 

the method of straight baselines 
appropriate points may be employed 

the baseline from which the breadth 
territorial sea is measured. 

The drawing of BUch btielines must not 
depart to any appreciable extent fcom the 

direction of the coast. and the sea areas 
the lines 

3. shall not be drawn to 
low-tide elevations, unless lighthouses or 

installations which are 
sea level bave been built on them. 

4. the method of straight baselines 
is 'applicable under the provisions of 

1, account may he taken~ in np.lIP ... m"I'I. 

particular haselines, of economic 1nt,I?;I'E'!RtJ:! 

I}CI~U11ar to the region concerne~ the 
the importance of which are 

a long usage. 

of straight baselines 
not applied a State in such a manner as 
to cut off the high seas the territorial sea 
of State. 

coastal State mnat clearly indicate 
... ,,"' ....... '= on cham, to which due pub-
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Article 5 

1. Waters on the landward 
line of the territorial sea form 
ternal waters of the State. 

2. Where the ""'L".I.}'"'>'''ClLI~;''' a 
4 

effect of enclosing as internal waters areas 

which previously had been COlllSldelred 

of the territorial sea or of 
right of innocent passage, as 
des 14 to 23. shall those waters. 

Article 6 

The outer limit of the r"'l'l"u .... M 

line every point of which is at a ... .u,,' ..... ~ .... ,;; 

the nearest point of the 
breadth of the sea. 

Articl€ 7 

1. This article the 
coasts of which belong to a 

2. For the purposes of 
is a well-marked indentation 
is in such proportion to width of it£! mouth 
as to contain landlocked waters 
more than a mere curvature 
indentation shall not, 
as a bay unless 
than, that of the 

tatlon. 

(erent mClutns. ,." .. "' ....... '" an indentation 

as if they were part of rhe 
water areas of the indentation. 

hetween the low-water 
natural entrance points of a bay 

........ , ..... "' .... twenty-four miles, a closing 
between these two low

and the waters enclosed thereby 
as internal waters_ 

distance between the low
of the natura] entrance points of 

exc~ee(ls twenty-four miles, a straight 
miles shall be dra""-'ll 

such a manner as to enclose 
maximum a.rea of water that is possible 

with a line of that length. 

foregoing provisions shall not apply 
to "historic" hays, or in any case 
where the straight baseline system provided 
for article 4 is applied. 

Article 8 

For the purpose of delimiting the territorial 
sea, the outermost permanent harbour works 
which form an integral part of the harhour 

shall be regarded as forming part of 
the coast. 

Article 9 

Roadsteads which are normalIy used for the 
loading, un10ading and anchoring of ships., 

which would otherwise he situated whol1y 
or partly outside the outer limit of the terri
torial sea, are included in the territorial sea. 
The coastal State must clearly demarca.te such 
roadsteads and indicate on 

with to 
publicity must 

L An is a 
lar.d, surrounded by 
water at high-tide. 

10 
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2. The sea of an 

ured in accordance with 

articles. 

Article 11 

is meas

of 

1. A low-I ide is a naturally

by 
at 

formed area of land which IS 

and above waler at low-tide hut 

high tide. Where a low-tide 

ated wholly or partly at a 

is situ-

ing the breadth of 

mainland or an iBland, 
that elevation may 

measuTlng the breadth of 

uated at a 

the territorial sea 

island, it has no 

Article 12 

1. Where the coasts 

site or adjaceut to each 

two States is entitled, 

tween them to t.he contrary, to ,",h"'-~'''''' 

torial sea heyond the ]jne 
of which is equidistant from the nearest 

the 

sit
of 
an 

On the baselines from which the breadth of the 

territorial seas of of the two 

measured. The provisions of 
shall not apply, however, it is necessar~ 

by reason of historic title or cir· 
cumstances to delimit the territorial seas of 

two States in a way 
provision. 

is at 

2. line 
territorial seas of two 

each other or adjacent to 
marked on large-scale charts 
nized by the coastal States. 

Article 13 

officially 

witJ~ 

If a river flows directly into the sea, 
baseline shaU be a straight line across the 

mouth of the river between 

tide line of its banks. 
on low-

SECTION HI. RIGHT OF INNOCENT PASSAGE 

SIIB-SECTJON A. RULES APPLICABLE TO 

ALL SlilPS 

Article 14 

1. Subject to the provisions of 
des, ships of all States, whether 

shall enjoy the right of 
through the territorial sea. 

2. means the 

tCITitorial sea for the purpose 

that sea without 

or of proceeding to internal or 
ing for dle high seas from internal waters. 

Passage includes stopping 
ing, but only In so far as the same 
dental to ordinary navigation or are 
necessary hy Jorce majeure or :,y distress. 

4. Passage is innocent so long as it is not 

prejudicial to tbe peace, good order or securily 
of the coastal State. Such passage I take 

place in conformity with these 

with other rules of international 

5. of (oreign 

no! be considered innocent if they do not oh, 

serve such laws and regulation.s as 

Slate may and publish 
venl 

sea. 

6. 
Ihe 

from 

arc required to navlgate on 

to show their flag. 

Article 15 

1. State must not hamper inno
cent passage Ihrough the territorial sea. 

2. The coast a) is required to give ap· 
",..,,, .... ,.,<>,,,, publicity to any dangers to naviga. 
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it has knowledge, within its tel'" 

Article 16 

1. State may take the necessary 
its territorial sea to prevent passage 

is not innocent. 

case of ships proceeding to in
waters, the coastal State shall also have 

to take the necessary steps to prevent 
of the conditions to which admis-

10 those waters is suhject. 

to provisions of paragraph 41 
the coastal State may, without diserimination 

foreign ships, suspend temporarily in 
" ... " .... u<...... areas of territorial sea the jnno-
cent passage foreign ships if such 0 .... "1-',;;' .... 

sion is essential for the protection of its se· 
curity. Such suspension shall take effeet only 
after heen duly published. 

4. There shall be no sospemion of the in
nocent passage of foreign ships through straits 
which are used for international navigation 
between one part of the high seas and another 
part of the high seas or tbe territorial sea of a 
foreign State. 

Article 17 

Foreign ships exercising the right 
cent passage shall comply with the laws 
regulations enacted by the coastal 
conformity with these articles and 
of international law and, in 
such laW8 and regulations relating to 
and navigation. 

SUB-SECTION B. RULES APPLICABLE TO 

MERCHANT SHIPS 

1. No 
ships 

6 

Article 18 

he 

2. Charges may he levied 
ship passing through the 
ment only for specific services ..... ,'\ri •• "'",,; 

ship. These charges shall 
discrimina tion. 

Article 19 

1. The criminal 
State should not be <>"<'"'''0''''' 

eign ship tJ""''''U'i<

arrest any person or to ~V'~""'U'"'' 

tion in connexion with any 
on board 
in the fonowing cases: 

(a) If 
tend to 

COJ!l8eaUen~~es of the crime ex· 

(b) If a kind to disturb the 
of the 

local authorities 
captain of the ship 

country whose flag the 

·"'o.v ... ,'" do not affect the 
to take any steps au· 

for the purpose of an ar· 
on board a foreign ship 

through the territorial sea after Ieav· 

the cases provided for in paragraphs 
1 2 of this article, the coastal State shall, 
if the captain so requests, advise the cOnBular 
authority and the ship's crew. Iu cases of emer· 
steps; and shall facilitate contact between 
authority and the ship's crew. In cases of emer
gency this notification may be communicated 
while the measnres are being taken. 

4. In considering whether or how an arresl 
should be made, the local authorities shall pay 
due regard to the interests of navigation. 



5. The coaatal State may not take any steps 

on board a foreign ship passing through the 
territorial sea to arrest any person or to con

duct 2.D.y investigation in connerion with any 

crime committed before the ship entered the 

territorial sea, if the ship, proceeding from a 

foreign part, )8 only paasing through the ter
ritorial sea without entering internal waters. 

Article 20 

1. The coastal State should not stop or di· 

vert a foreign ship passing through the terri
torial sea for the purpose of exercising civil 

jurisdiction in relation to Ii person on board. 

the ship. 

2. The coastal State may not levy execution 

against or arrest the ship for the purpose of 
any civil proceedings, save only in respect of 
obligations or liabilities assumed or incurred 

by the ship itself in the course or !or the pur· 

pose of its voyage through the waters of the 

coastal State. 

3. The provisions of the previous para
graph are without prejudice to the right of the 

coastal State, in accordance with ju laws, to 

levy execution against or to ar:rest, for the pm-

pose of any civil proceedings. a foreign ship 
lying in the territorial sea, or passing through 

the territorial sea after leaving inlernal waters. 

SUB-SECTION C. RULES APPLICABLE TO GOV

ERNMENT SHIPS OTaER THAN W ARSBIPS 

Article 21 

The rules contained in sub-sections A and B 
shall also apply to government ships operated 
for conunercial purposes. 

Article 22 

1. The roles contained in sub-section A 
and in article 18 shall apply to government 
ships operated for non-commercial purposes. 

2. With such exceptions as are contained in 
the provisioru referred to in the preceding 
paragraph, nothing 1n these articles ai£ecu the 
immunities which such ships enjoy under 
these articles or other rules of international 
law. 

S11l.I-SECTION D. RULE APPLICABLE TO WARSHIPS 

Article 23 

IT any warship does not comply with the 
regulations of the coastal State concerning 
passage through the territorial sea and disre
gards any request for compliance which is 
made to it, the coastal State may require the 
warship to leave the territorial sea. 

PART II 

CONTIGUOUS ZONE 

Article 24 

1. In a zone of the high seas contiguous to 
its territorial sea, the coastal State may exer
cise the control necessary to: 

(0) Prevent infringement of its cwrtoms. 
fiscal, immigration or sanitary regulations 
within its territory or territorial sea; 

(b) Punish infringement of the above I"e!'" 
ulations committed within iu territory or ter
ritorial sea. 

2. The contiguous zone may not extend be
yond twelve miles from the baseline from 
which the breadth of the territorial sea is 
measured. 
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3. Where the coasts of two States are oppo
site or adjacent to each other, neither of the 
two States is entitled, failing agreement be

tween them to the contrary, to extend its COIl

tiguous zone beyond the median line every 

point of which is equidistant from the nearest 
points on the baselines from which the breadth 

of the territorial seas of the two States is meas· 
ured. 

P.\RT III 

FINAL ARTICLES 

Article 25 

The provisions of this Convention shaH not 

aff~t conventions or other international agree
ments already in force, as between States Par
ties to them. 

Article 26 

This Convention shaH, until 31 October 
1958, be open for signature by all States Mem

bers of the United Nations or of any of the 
specialized agencies, and hy any other Stale 

invited by the GeneraJ Assembly of the United 
Nations to become a Party to the Convention. 

Article 27 

This Convention is subject to ratification. 
The instruments of ratification shaH he depos
ited with the Secretary-General of the United 
Nations. 

Articl€ 28 

This Convention shall be open for accession 
by any States belonging to any of the cate· 
gories mentioned in article 26. The instru
ments of accession shall be deposited with the 
Secretary-General of the United Nations. 
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Article 29 

1. This Convention shaJI come into (orce 
on Ihe thirtieth day following the date of de
posit of the twenty-second instrument of rati
fication or accession with the Secretary-Gen
eral of the United Nations. 

2. For each State ratifying or acceding to 
the Convention after the deposit of the twenty
second instrument of rati fication or accession. 
the Convention shall enler into force on the 
thirtielh day after deposit by such State of its 

instrument of ratification or accession. 

Article 30 

1. Afler the expiration of a period of five 
years from the date on which this Convention 
shall enter into force, a request for the revision 
of Ibis Convention may be made at any time 
by any Contracting Party by means of a noti· 

fication in writing addressed to the Secretary
General of the United Nations. 

2. The General Assembly of the United 
Nations shall decide upon the steps, if any, to 
be laken in respect Df such request. 

Article 31 

The Secretary-General of the United Na
tiollS shaH infonn all States Members of the 

United Nations and the other States referred 
to in article 26: 

(a) Of signatures to this Convention and of 

the deposit of instruments of ratification or 
accession, in accordance with articles 26, 27 

and 28; 

(b) Of the date on which this Convention 
will come into force, in accordance with arti

cle 29; 

(c) Of requests for revision in accordance 

with article 30. 



Article 32 

The original of this Convention, of which 
the Chinese, English, French, Russian 
Spanish texts are equally authentic, wall 
deposited with the Secretary-General of the 
United Nations, who shall send certified copies 
thereof to all States referred to in article 26. 

IN WlTNESS WHEREOF the undersigned Pleni· 
being duly authorized thereto by 

respective Governments. have signed thill 
Convention. 

at thia twenty-ninth day of 
one thoUfJand nine hundred and fifty-






