Objectives: To protect the Caspian environment from all sources of pollution including the protection, preservation, restoration and sustainable and rational use of the biological resources of the Caspian Sea. Summary of provisions: (a) The Convention is applied to the marine environment of the Caspian Sea, taking into account its water level fluctuations, and the pollution from land based sources (art. 3). (b) The Contracting Parties are required to undertake the following (art. 4): (i) Individually or jointly take all appropriate measures to prevent, reduce and control pollution of the Caspian Sea; (ii) Individually or jointly take all appropriate measures to protect, preserve and restore the environment of the Caspian Sea; (iii) Use the resources of the Caspian Sea in such a way as not to cause harm to the marine environment of the Caspian Sea; (iv) Cooperate with each other and with competent international organisations for the achievement of the objective of this Convention. (c) The Contracting Parties are guided by precautionary principle, the “polluter pays” principle, and the principle of accessibility of information on the pollution of the marine environment of the Caspian Sea according to which the Contracting Parties provide each other with relevant information in the maximum possible amount (art. 5). (d) The Convention sets out the provisions concerning measures to address pollution from land-based sources (art.7 ), seabed activities (art. 8), vessels (art. 9), dumping (art. 10) and other human activities (art. 11), as well as the provisions concerning the prevention of introduction, control and combating of invasive alien species (art. 12) and environmental emergencies (art. 13). (e) The Convention sets out also the provisions concerning: protection, preservation, restoration and rational use of marine living resources (art.14); coastal zone management (art. 15); Caspian Sea level fluctuation (art. 16); environmental impact assessment (art. 17); co-operation between the contracting parties (art. 18); monitoring (art. 19); research and development (art. 20); and exchange of and access to information (art. 21). (f) The Conference of Parties and the Secretariat of the Convention are established (arts. 22 and 23). Each Contracting Party is to designate a national authority to coordinate the implementation of the convention in its territory and under its jurisdiction (art. 26). (Source: UNEP Register of International Treaties and Other Agreements in the Field of the Environment, 2005) 

