Objectives:
To foster closer cooperation for judicious, sustainable and coordinated management, protection and utilization of shared watercourses and advance the Southern African Development Community (SADC) agenda of regional integration and poverty alleviation
 
Summary of provisions:

	In order to achieve the objective, this Protocol seeks to: promote and facilitate the establishment of shared watercourse agreements and Shared Watercourses Institutions for the management of shared watercourses; advance the sustainable, equitable and reasonable utilization of the shared watercourses; promote the harmonization and monitoring of legislation and policies for planning, development, conservation, protection of shared watercourses, and allocation of the resources thereof; and promote research and technology development, information exchange, capacity building, and the application of appropriate technologies in shared watercourses management (art. 2.).
	The State Parties recognize the principle of the unity and coherence of each shared watercourse and in accordance with this principle, undertake to harmonize the water uses in the shared watercourses and to ensure that all necessary interventions are consistent with the sustainable development of all Watercourse States and observe the objectives of regional integration and harmonization of their socio-economic policies and plans (art. 3.1.).

The utilization of shared watercourses (including agricultural, domestic, industrial, navigational and environmental uses) within the SADC Region is open to each Watercourse State, in respect of the watercourses within its territory and without prejudice to its sovereign rights, in accordance with the principles contained in this Protocol (art. 3.2.).
	State Parties undertake to respect the existing rules of customary or general international law relating to the utilization and management of the resources of shared watercourses (art. 3.3.).
	State Parties maintain a proper balance between resource development for a higher standard of living for their people and conservation and enhancement of the environment to promote sustainable development (art. 3.4.).

State Parties undertake to pursue and establish close cooperation with regard to the study and execution of all projects likely to have an effect on the regime of the shared watercourse, and exchange available information and data regarding the hydrological, hydro geological, water quality, meteorological and environmental condition of shared watercourses (arts. 3.5 and 3.6).
Watercourse States in their respective territories are to utilize a shared watercourse in an equitable and reasonable manner taking into account the interests of Watercourse States concerned, consistent with adequate protection of the watercourse for the benefit of current and future generations, and they participate in the use, development and protection of a shared watercourse in an equitable and reasonable manner. Such participation includes both the right to utilize the watercourse and the duty to cooperate in the protection and development thereof, as provided in the Protocol (art. 3.7.).
	State Parties are to take all appropriate measures to prevent the causing of significant harm to other Watercourse States. Where significant harm is caused to another Watercourse State, the State whose use caused such harm is to take all appropriate measures to eliminate or mitigate such harm and, where appropriate, to discuss the question of compensation (Art. 3.10).
	Specific provisions are set out with regard to the following:
	Planned Measures: information concerning planned measures; notification concerning planned measures with possible adverse effects; period for reply to notification; obligations of the notifying State during the period for reply; reply to notification; absence of reply to notification; consultations and negotiations concerning planned measures; procedures in the absence of notification; urgent implementation of planned measures.
Environmental Protection and Preservation: protection and preservation of ecosystems: State Parties shall, individually and, where appropriate, jointly, protect and preserve the ecosystems of a shared watercourse; prevention, reduction and control of pollution; prevention of the introduction of species, alien and new into a shared watercourse; protection and preservation of aquatic environment.
Management of Shares Watercourses: management, regulation, installation
Prevention and Mitigation of Harmful Conditions: measures to prevent or mitigate conditions related to a shared watercourse that may be harmful to other Watercourse States, whether resulting from natural cause or human conduct; a permit, licence, or other similar authorization for the use of the waters of a shared watercourse for purposes other than domestic or environmental use or discharge of any type of waste into such waters.
	Emergency Situations (art. 4.).
	Establish the institutional mechanisms responsible for the implementation of this Protocol: SADC Water Sector Organs (Committee of Water Ministers, Committee of Water Senior Officials, Water Sector Coordination Unit; and Water Resource Technical Committee and sub-Committees); and Shared Watercourse Institutions. State Parties undertake to adopt appropriate measures to give effect to those institutional frameworks for the implementation of this Protocol (art. 5.).
	Watercourse States may enter into agreements, applying the Protocol to the characteristics and uses of a particular shared watercourse or parts thereof. Where a watercourse agreement if concluded between two or more Watercourse States, it shall the waters to which it applies. Every Watercourse State is entitled to participate in the negotiation of and to become a party to any watercourse agreement that applies to the entire shared watercourse, as well as to participate in any relevant consultations. (art. 6)
Disputes between State Parties regarding the interpretation or application of the provisions of this Protocol which are not settled amicably, are to be referred to the Tribunal under the SADC Treaty (art. 7)
	Upon entry into force of this Protocol, the 1995 Protocol on Shared Watercourse Systems in the SADC Region (entered into force on 29 September 1998) is to be repealed and replaced by this Protocol. The rights and obligations of any State Party to the Protocol of Shared Watercourse Systems in the SADC Region, which does not become a party to this Protocol, remain in force for twelve months after this Protocol has entered into force (art. 16). (Source: IUCN ELC, 06.2009, based on UNEP Register of International Treaties and Other Agreements in the Field of the Environment, 2005)

