Objectives: To enhance environmental conservation, foster the conservation and sustainable use of natural resources and co-ordinate policies in these fields.

Summary of provisions: Article III establishes the principles, which are to guide the Parties including the right of all peoples to a satisfactory environment favourable to their development and the duty of States to ensure that developmental and environmental needs are met in a sustainable, fair and equitable manner. The fundamental obligation of the Parties is to implement all measures necessary to achieve the Convention s objectives, in particular through preventive measures and the application of the precautionary principle (Art. IV). Article V defines the use of terms.

The Parties agree to take effective measures to prevent land degradation and for the conservation and improvement of the soil, to, inter alia, combat erosion and misuse as well as the deterioration of its physical, chemical and biological or economic properties (art VI 1 & 2). They also undertake to develop and implement land tenure policies (art.VI.4). Regarding water, Parties are to manage their resources so as to maintain them to the highest possible quantitative and qualitative levels (art. VII 1 & 2). They are to endeavour to guarantee a sufficient and continuous supply of suitable water for their populations (art VII 2). Where water resources and related ecosystems including wetlands are transboundary to two or more Parties, the latter are to act in consultation and if the need arises, set up inter-State Commissions for the rational management and equitable utilisation of these resources and to resolve disputes (art VII. 3). Where the vegetation cover is concerned, Parties are to take the necessary measures for its conservation, sustainable use and rehabilitation (art VIII 1.) by e.g. adopting scientifically based plans, taking measures to control forest fires, exploitation, land clearing and establishing forests reserves (art. VIII 2). Parties agree to maintain and enhance species and genetic diversity of plants and animals whether terrestrial, fresh water or marine (art IX 1) and ensure the conservation of species and their habitats (art. IX. 2.). Moreover, Parties undertake to identify the factors that are causing depletion of endangered species, to adopt legislation for the protection of the latter (art X) and to regulate the domestic trade in, the transport and possession of specimens and products (art XI). Parties further undertake to establish, maintain and extend, as appropriate, conservation areas to ensure the long-term conservation of biodiversity (art XII). As for processes and activities, Parties are to take all appropriate measures to prevent, mitigate, and eliminate to the maximum extent possible, detrimental effects on the environment in particular from hazardous substances and wastes by, inter alia, implementing specific national standards, as well as providing economic incentives and disincentives (art. XIII). Under article XIV on sustainable development and natural resources, Parties undertake to ensure that conservation and management of natural resources are treated as in integral part of development plans and that impact assessments, regular environmental monitoring and audit are conducted. In case of military or hostile activities, Parties are to take every practical measure to protect the environment against harm and agree to restore and rehabilitate damaged areas (art. XV).
As for procedural rights, Parties are to adopt legislative and regulatory measures necessary to ensure access of the public to environmental information, its participation in decision-making with a potentially significant environmental impact and access to justice in matters related to protection of environment and natural resources (art XVI). Moreover, Parties agree to ensure that traditional rights and intellectual property rights of local communities are respected. They require that access to indigenous knowledge and its use be subject to the prior informed consent of the concerned communities and to specific regulations recognising their rights to, and appropriate economic value of, such knowledge (art XVII).


Institutional mechanisms: Art XXVI establishes a Conference of the Parties (CoP) as the decision-making body of this Convention which, inter alia is to adopt procedures and institutional mechanisms to enhance compliance with the provisions of the convention (art. XXIII). After entry into force of the Convention, ordinary meetings are to be convened at least once every two years, unless the Conference decides otherwise (art. XXVI 1.). Under certain conditions, extraordinary meetings may also be held (art XXVI 2.). The COP adopts a programme and budget for the financial period until the next ordinary meeting (art. XXVI 4.), keeps under review and promotes effective implementation of the Convention by, inter alia, making recommendations to the Parties and establishing subsidiary bodies as deemed necessary (5.). A Secretariat is also established (art XXVII). A mechanism of reports is to inform the COP of implementation measures adopted by the Parties and their results (art XXIX). Finally, Art XXX specifies a procedure for the settlement of disputes directing unresolved disputes to the Court of Justice of the African Union.
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