Objective: Mindful of the precautionary approach, to protect human health and the environment from persistent organic pollutants (POPs).

Summary of provisions: Article 3 sets out measures that Parties are to take to reduce or eliminate releases from international production and use (including inter alia prohibiting production and use, export and import), of chemicals listed in Annex A and restrict the production of chemicals listed in Annex B. Limited exceptions are provided e.g. when Parties agree to ensure that a chemical listed in Annex A or B is imported only for the purpose of environmentally sound disposal (art. 3.2). Specific measures are established to reduce or eliminate releases from unintentional production (art. 5) and from stockpiles and wastes (art. 6). Each Party agrees to develop and endeavour to implement a plan for the implementation of its obligations under this Convention (art. 7). Article 8 details the procedure for listing chemicals in Annexes A, B or C. Each Party is to facilitate or undertake the exchange of information relevant to reduction or elimination of the production, use and release of POPs and alternatives to POPs (art. 9) as well as the information, awareness and education of the public (art.10). Parties are also to encourage or undertake research, development and monitoring of POPs and their alternatives, as well as engage in technical assistance, within their capabilities (art. 11 and 12). Each Party also undertakes to report to the Conference of Parties on the measures it has taken to implement the provisions of this Convention and on the effectiveness of these measures (art. 15)

Institutional mechanisms: A Conference of the Parties is established (art. 19). Four years after the entry into force of the Convention and periodically thereafter, it is to evaluate the effectiveness of the Convention (art. 16). The Conference is also to develop and approve procedures and institutional mechanisms for determining non-compliance with the provisions of this Convention and for treatment of Parties found to be in non-compliance (art.17). A Secretariat is also established (art. 20).

(Source: IUCN ELC, 08.2005)

