Objectives: To contribute to ensuring an adequate level of protection in the field of the safe transfer, handling and use of living modified organisms (LMOs) that may have adverse effects on the conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity, taking also into account risks to human health, and specifically focusing on transboundary movements. 

Summary of provisions: The Protocol concerns 'living modified organisms', a term defined in Art. 3. Its general coverage includes the transboundary movement, transit, handling and use of all LMOs that may have adverse effects on the conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity, taking also into account risks to human health (Art. 4). However, some categories of LMOs are excluded. In some cases the exclusions are limited to specific provisions relating to the advanced informed agreement (AIA) procedure, in others they operate as general exclusions from all of the Protocol's provisions. Transboundary movements of LMOs covered by Art. 7 are subject to the AIA procedure set up in Arts. 8 to 10 and 12, and subject to risk assessments and, as the case may be, followed by risk management (Art. 15 and 16). The AIA procedure applies on the first occasion that a LMO covered by Art. 7 is intentionally moved from a Party into another Party. Another procedure is to be followed for LMOs intended for direct use as food or feed, or for processing (Art. 11). In the case of unintentional transboundary movements of LMOs, Parties agree to notify affected or potentially affected States, the Biosafety Clearing-House and, where relevant, appropriate international organisations (Art. 17). Parties also undertake to adopt domestic measures aimed at preventing and, if appropriate, penalising illegal transboundary movements of LMOs (Art. 25). Further articles provide for, inter alia, handling, transport, packaging and identification (Art. 18), capacity-building (Art. 22), public awareness and participation (art. 23), and socio-economic considerations (Art. 26). 

Institutional mechanisms: A Biosafety-Clearing-House is established as part of the clearing-house mechanism under Art. 18, paragraph 3 of the Convention on Biological Diversity. It is, inter alia, to provide access to information made available by the Parties relevant to the implementation of the Protocol, and provide access, where possible, to other international biosafety information exchange mechanisms (Art. 20). The Protocol and the Convention share the same Conference of the Parties and Secretariat (art. 29 and 31).

