Objective: To promote shared responsibility and cooperative efforts among Parties in the international trade of certain hazardous chemicals with a view to protecting human health and the environment from potential harm and to contribute to their environmentally sound use.
Summary of provisions: This Convention applies to banned or severely restricted chemicals and severely hazardous pesticide formulation (art.3). For each of these categories of substances, each Party is to adopt a final regulatory action and notify the Secretariat. Based on the information provided in such notifications, the Chemical Review Committee recommends to the Conference of Parties whether such chemical should be made subject to the prior informed consent procedure. (art. 5 and 6). The Conference of the Parties decides whether the chemical should be made subject to the Prior Informed Consent procedure and, if so, lists it in Annex III (art.7). Each Party undertakes to implement appropriate legislative or administrative measures to ensure timely decisions regarding the import each of the chemicals listed in Annex III (art. 10). Each Party is to ensure that exporters within its jurisdiction respect the decision of the importing country (art.11). Where one of the chemicals that is banned or severely restricted by a Party is exported from its territory, that Party is to provide an export notification to the importing Party (art. 12). Each Party agrees to facilitate information exchange regarding the chemicals within the scope of this Convention (art. 14). Each Party also ensures, to the extent practicable, that the public has appropriate access to information inter alia on alternatives that are safer for human health or the environment than the chemicals listed in Annex III (art. 15). The Conference of the Parties is to develop and approve procedures and institutional mechanisms for determining non-compliance with the provisions of this Convention and for treatment of Parties found to be in non-compliance (art.17).

Institutional mechanisms: Each Party is to designate one or more national authorities to perform the administrative functions required by this Convention (art. 4). A Conference of the Parties is established (art. 18) along with a Secretariat (art. 19).
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