Objectives: To guarantee the rights of access to information, public participation in decision-making, and access to justice in environmental matters in order to contribute to the protection of the right of every person of present and future generations to live in an environment adequate to his or her health and well-being. 

Summary of provisions: Article 2 defines, inter alia: public authority, environmental information, the public and operator. Each Party agrees to endeavour to ensure that officials and authorities assist and provide guidance to the public in seeking access to information, in facilitating participation in decision-making and to obtain access to justice in environmental matters (art.3.3). Parties are to promote environmental education and awareness among the public on the above mentioned issues (art.3.4). They further undertake to provide for appropriate recognition of and support to associations, organisations or groups promoting environmental protection and ensure that their national legal systems are consistent with this obligation (art. 3.5). Each Party is to promote the application of the principles of this Convention in international environmental decision-making processes and within the framework of international organisations (art.3.7). Each Party undertakes to ensure that persons exercising their rights according to the provisions of this Convention are not penalised, persecuted or harassed for their involvement (art.3.8). Article 4 contains provisions specifically related to access to environmental information. Among other provisions, it specifies that each Party undertakes to ensure that public authorities, in response to a request, make the environmental information available to the public without an interest having to be stated (art. 4.1) and as soon as possible - in general at the latest one month after the request has been submitted (art.4.2). Article 4.3 states the cases in which the information may be refused. Under article 5, Collection and dissemination of environmental information, each Party agrees to ensure that public authorities possess and update relevant environmental information relevant to their functions. Parties further undertake to encourage operators whose activities have a significant impact on the environment to inform the public regularly of the environmental impact of their activities and products within the framework of voluntary eco-labelling or eco-auditing schemes or by other means (art.5.6). Public participation is addressed by article 6 which focuses on decisions related to specific activities, by article 7 concerning plans, programmes and policies relating to the environment, and article 8 on the preparation of executive regulations and/or generally applicable legally binding normative instruments. Article 9 deals with access to justice. In particular, Parties undertake to ensure that any person who considers that his or her request for information has not been dealt with adequately according to article 4 of the Convention has access to a review procedure before a court of law or another impartial body (art.9.1) Moreover, members of the public concerned are to be able, under certain conditions, to challenge the legality of any decision, act or omission related to the environmental impact of activities and products (art. 9.2) as well as the acts and omissions of private persons and public authorities which contravene national environmental law (art.9.3). Finally, the above mentioned procedures are to provide adequate and effective remedies including injunctive relief as appropriate and be fair, equitable, timely and not prohibitively expensive (art. 9.4).

 Institutional mechanisms: Meetings of the Parties are organised at least once every two years unless otherwise decided (art.10.1). At their meetings, the Parties are to keep under continuous review the implementation of this Convention on the basis of regular reporting by the Parties (art.10.2). The Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission for Europe is to carry out several secretariat functions such as convening and preparing Meetings of the Parties (art.12). Moreover, Parties undertake to establish optional arrangements for reviewing compliance with the provisions of the conventions (art.15). Regarding the settlement of disputes, each Party may declare that it accepts one or both of the following means of dispute settlement as compulsory: a) submission of the dispute to the International Court of Justice or b) Arbitration in accordance with the procedure set out in annex II of the Convention (art. 16).

 (Source: IUCN ELC, 08.2005)

