Objective: To set up a comprehensive new legal regime for the sea and oceans and, as far as environmental provisions are concerned, to establish material rules concerning environmental standards as well as enforcement provisions dealing with pollution of the marine environment.
Summary of provisions: Territorial sea, the contiguous zone and the exclusive economic zone (EEZ) are respectively defined in articles 3, 33 and 55. The Parties are to have sovereign rights in the EEZ for the purpose of exploring and exploiting, preserving and managing its natural resources, as well as other rights and duties (art. 56). The coastal State is to exercise over the continental shelf (defined in article 76) sovereign rights for the purpose of exploring it and exploiting its natural resources (defined in article 77). Freedom of the high seas is to comprise inter alia freedom of navigation, of overflight, of laying submarine cables and pipelines, and of fishing and of scientific research, subject to the provisions of parts VI and XIII. Land- locked States to enjoy the right of access to and from the sea and freedom of transit (arts. 124 to 132). The Area (the seabed and ocean floor and subsoil thereof, beyond the limits of national jurisdiction) and its resources are to be the common heritage of mankind (art. 136) while the resources of the Area are to be developed (arts. 150 to 155). International rules and national legislation are to be developed for the prevention, reduction and control of pollution of the marine environment, and provisions set out concerning enforcement and responsibility and liability. Finally rules are set out to govern marine scientific research, the development and transfer of marine technology and the settlement of disputes.

Institutional mechanisms: An Authority is to be established through which States Parties to the Convention shall organise and control activities in the area, particularly with a view to administering the resources of the Area (art. 157). A Sea Bed Disputes Chamber is also to be established (art. 186). Parties undertake to settle disputes by peaceful means specified (art. 279). Compulsory procedures are set out entailing binding decisions.

(Source: IUCN ELC, 08.2005, based on UNEP Register of International Treaties and Other Agreements in the Field of the Environment, 1996)

